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INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE

T

he purpose of this document is to provide for public understanding of the purpose and nature of the library’s collection and to give guidance and direction to library staff for collection development and maintenance.

The Collection Development Policy will be re-evaluated yearly and revised as necessary by the Collection Development Committee and Library Management.

MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS

The mission of the Oakland Public Library is to inform, inspire and delight our diverse community as a resource for information, knowledge, and artistic and literary expression, providing the best in traditional services, new technologies and innovative programs. 

The Library acts to fulfill its mission by selecting, acquiring, organizing, preserving, maintaining, and providing access to a collection of materials and electronic resources that address the needs of Oakland’s diverse and complex communities in a timely manner. The Library’s collections provide general reference resources as well as information and entertainment that speak to the special communities served by specific branches and departments. The collections affirm and uphold the public’s rights to intellectual freedom and access to the full range of information and ideas. They seek to be sensitive to the expressed needs and concerns of the community.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INSTITUTION AND CLIENTELE

The Oakland Public Library is made up of a Main Library, 15 neighborhood branches, a bookmobile service, an adult literacy program, after school homework assistance centers and the African American Museum and Library of Oakland. Established by statute in 1878 after ten years as a subscription library, the Oakland Public Library is the second-oldest library in the state of California. The Library serves Oakland’s approximately 400,000 citizens as well as those of Emeryville and Piedmont and the wider East Bay community. 

The Oakland Public Library and its collections serve one of the most ethnically diverse communities in the United States. Over 70% of Oakland’s citizens are of non-European ancestry. About 30% of Oaklanders speak languages other than English at home. Chinese and Spanish are the most frequently spoken languages but the Oakland Unified School District lists over 30 other languages that are spoken by Oakland students.  The community is highly diverse educationally and economically as well.

Oakland has three private four-year colleges and two public community colleges. There are numerous other two and four-year institutions of higher learning in the surrounding East Bay community. Within the Oakland Public Library’s service area there are numerous public and private preschools and elementary, middle and high schools. Oakland’s employment base is concentrated in the government, service and retail sectors. Most of the private employers in Oakland are small business. 

The Oakland Public Library cooperates with other libraries through the BALIS and the Golden Gateway Library Networks as well as through its interlibrary loan program.

OVERVIEW OF COLLECTION

The Oakland Public Library contains over 1,085,000 books, 55,000 audiovisual materials, 140,000 microforms and 2,442 periodical subscriptions systemwide. The Library collects in thirteen non-English languages, subscribes to electronic reference sources and provides access to over 3,000 electronic books. Because OPL is an older established library system, it has a strong and deep historical collection. Current collection development emphasizes popular works, basic reference and homework support.  

Individual branch collections reflect the interests and needs of the local communities as well as providing basic reference sources and access to most formats. Two branches carry large collections in Spanish and Asian languages. The Main Library’s reference collections support information requests beyond the scope of the branch collections. The map, picture, music score, and government document collections are unique to the Main Library. The Main’s video, CD, audio book, magazine and newspaper collections are the largest in the system. 

The Oakland Public Library delivers information electronically on a 24-hour basis via its online catalog, website and subscription databases.

PRINCIPLES

STANDARDS FOR SELECTION

Collection development decisions are made on the basis of staff judgement, expertise, and knowledge of what is already in the collection and by evaluating reviews in library review journals and other library selection tools. 

The Library selects materials on a variety of criteria including:

· Demonstrated or perceived community interest, need or demand by Library users or potential users

· Contemporary significance or permanent value

· Relevance to the experience and contributions of diverse populations

· Quality, including accuracy, clarity and usability

· Significance and/or reputation of the author and/or any other contributors

· Relation to existing collections

· Format, durability, and ease of use

· Value of resource in relation to its cost

The same standards are used to select electronic resources with the additional criteria of avoiding duplication, ease of use, availability, stability of coverage, equipment required, and maintenance.

Exceptions to these standards are occasionally made for Oakland authors. 

Serious works presenting an honest picture of life are not excluded because of frankness or coarse language. In each case, the material is judged on the volume as a whole, not by detached excerpts. Works recognized as classics are acquired regardless of features objectionable to some readers. On controversial questions, upon which there are divergent points of view, the Library policy is to provide factual material on all sides as far as availability permits.

The Library does not purchase the following types of material: costly books of little demand, collectibles, textbooks (unless they are of general interest and the best in the subject field) or family genealogies. Abridged, expurgated or condensed materials are generally not acquired.

GIFTS

Gifts are evaluated with the same criteria as purchased materials.  Acceptance of donated items is subject to the discretion of the unit head in conformity with library selection standards. Gift materials not added to the collection are not returned to the donor. Unused gifts may be offered to the Friends of the Oakland Public Library for public sale, discarded, or disposed of in some other way.

Collections of materials may not necessarily be kept together as a group, and the Library may not be able to accept gifts with this requirement.  

The Library cannot be responsible for the appraisal of gifts for income tax or any other purpose. The Library will provide a receipt describing number and type of donated material. 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATON

Persons raising an objection to a book or other materials in the library will be asked to provide a written explanation of their objections, citing specifics from the material in question. The supervisor of the unit receiving the complaint will refer the Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials form to the Collection Development librarian who will appoint a committee composed of librarians whose expertise or reading background is related to the material in question. The committee will evaluate the material and compose a report with recommendations for action for the Director. The Library Director will respond to the individual or group making the complaint.

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM STATEMENT

The library neither approves nor disapproves of the views expressed in materials included in the collection. The inclusion of an item is not to be considered an endorsement, official or otherwise, by the library. Selections for the library will not be made on the basis of anticipated approval or disapproval, but solely on the merits of the material in relation to building the collection and serving the needs and interests of users.

Materials are not marked or identified to show approval or disapproval.

The library endorses the principles of the Freedom to Read and Freedom to View Statements and the Library Bill of Rights adopted by the American Library Association.

COLLECTION MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

The ultimate responsibility for materials selection resides with the Library Director. Under his or her direction, selection is delegated to the professional staff. Each unit head is responsible for the selection and maintenance of the collections in their unit reflecting the Library mission statement, the standards for selection, and the collection statement for the unit as well as collection development goals.

The collection needs continuous evaluation in order to be sure that the Library is fulfilling its mission to provide material in a timely manner to meet patrons’ interests and needs. Statistical tools such as circulation reports, collection turnover rates, and hold fill rates are studied to determine how the collection is being used and how it should change to answer patron need. 

The Library encourages involvement by the community in the selection process. Several mechanisms are provided for this purpose, including analysis of pending reserve requests, purchase suggestions submitted by library users, and questionnaires and surveys administered by the Library. User suggestions for purchase are evaluated in accordance with the standards for selection.

COLLECTION SERVICES COMMITTEES

Collection Development Committee 

The Collection Development Committee identifies system wide development and maintenance needs for the adult collection. The Committee supports identified areas by centralizing purchases of best sellers, creating buying lists, and presenting subject oriented book fairs. Guidelines for maintaining core reference collections, creating and maintaining special collections, and weeding are provided. Requested titles and heavily reserved titles are reviewed and purchased for the system by the adult Collection Development Librarian. Collection Development reviews all discarded last copies for possible retention in storage if the item has long-term value for the system.

Children’s Services Committee

Children’s Services provides service to children, from infancy through grade eight, and their parents, guardians, educators and caregivers. The Library fosters the enjoyment of reading in children and supports the development of literacy. Under the guidance of the Children’s Collection Development Librarian, Children’s Services Librarians evaluate, select and maintain library collections for children, according to the guidelines set out in the Children’s Services Collection Development Policy. The Children’s Services Librarians meet monthly to evaluate, review and discuss new titles through the Children’s Services Committee and the Association of Children’s Librarians. The Children’s Collection Development Librarian evaluates system-wide needs annually and identifies replacement order lists.

Young Adult Services

Young Adult Services provides direction for collections in all branches and the Main Library’s Young Adult service area, the TeenZone. The Library strives to collect Young Adult materials relevant and enticing to the City’s young people in the 12 to 18 age groups for their curricular and recreational interests. Popular and quality materials in many formats, including paperback and hardback books, recorded materials and magazines, are provided to encourage young adults to visit libraries and develop life-long patterns of reading enjoyment.

Multi-language Collection Development  Sub-Committee

The Multi-language Collection Development Policy and the Multi-language Collection Development Sub-committee guide maintenance and development of non-English language collections. Staff at the Cesar E. Chavez and Asian branches assist with selection for language collections in other units.

Other Committees 

Committees and Task Forces with special service interests provide collection development recommendations and buying lists, e.g., The Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual Transgender Selection Committee, the Native American Service Committee.

WEEDING

Systematic weeding of the collection is required to keep the collection responsive to patron needs, to ensure its vitality and usefulness to the community, and to make room for newer materials or newer formats. Weeding identifies damaged items, ephemeral materials that are no longer used, out-of-date materials, and copies that are not being used. Weeding also helps the Library evaluate the collection by identifying areas or titles where additional materials are needed, older editions that need to be updated, and subjects, titles, or authors that are no longer of interest to the community. If Library staff is uncertain about a title to be withdrawn, standard bibliographic tools in the subject are consulted to see if the title has historical or literary value.

REPLACEMENT

Materials that have been lost or damaged may be replaced using the same criteria as for selection. Other factors considered when deciding on replacements include the number of copies the Library system owns, the availability of newer materials on the subject, the number of duplicate copies, existence of adequate coverage of a field, other similar materials in the collection, demand for and intrinsic value of a specific title. 

FORMATS

The Oakland Public Library’s collection includes materials in book and periodical format, videocassette, audiocassette, audio compact disc, CD-ROM, DVD, VCD, musical scores, maps, large print books, and electronic formats. Materials in new media formats are considered for their permanence and sturdiness, value as unique works, patron demand, and the likelihood that a majority of the library’s patrons have access to equipment necessary to use materials in that format. As a medium becomes obsolete, the library will no longer replace materials in that format. If an individual work is of enduring value, effort will be made to replace it in current media. In some circumstances, the same work may be acquired in more than one format. Librarians collecting in the new formats are guided by the Collection Development Committee and the Circulation Committee in selecting, maintaining and circulating new materials.

Audio Books

Audio books may be in either audiocassette or compact disc format. Efforts are made to select on a variety of topics and to appeal to a range of popular interests. Audio books are selected for popularity, technical quality, and quality of content and performance. Unabridged audio books are preferred. Works abridged by the author are acceptable. Abridged books containing excerpts or selections and some non-fiction titles may be selected.  Multi-volume titles are generally not purchased.

Audio Cassettes and CD’s

Audiocassettes are purchased for juvenile music, juvenile story and tape kits, language learning kits, and spoken word.

The Library collects recorded music primarily in compact discs. Works previously available on audiocassette, e.g., language instruction and juvenile titles, may be purchased on CD as they become available. The collections cover the broad spectrum of music. The focus of each branch’s collection reflects the local community’s interests. 

Books

Books are generally purchased in hardcover editions because of their durability.  Trade paperbacks are preferred when the hardcover edition is very expensive and the title would be either used infrequently or would be removed from the collection in a few years.  Mass-market paperbacks are purchased when the titles are only published in that format and when multiple copies of popular items are ordered. 


Braille

The library does not collect Braille items, but does own a few, such as OPL disability service flyers, and books for learning Braille. These are prefaced with “Braille” in the call number.

Comics and Graphic Novels

Comics are purchased to extend the popular interest of the Children’s and Young Adult collections. They are evaluated by review and examination. Subscription comics are evaluated as periodicals and others are evaluated as series titles.

Graphic novels are purchased for the adult and Young Adult collections and are evaluated by review or as series titles. 

Electronic Resources

The Library purchases and subscribes to electronic resources, both online and in other formats. These products are purchased to fill various informational and recreational needs and include different types of databases and interactive multimedia learning tools. Most electronic reference resources are available to registered library users at remote locations via the Library’s webpage. A collection of over 3,000 e-books is available to check out online. 

Encyclopedias

Reference general encyclopedia sets should be no more than two years old. All circulating general encyclopedia sets should be discarded after four years.

Large Print

Books printed in larger than 16-point type are in demand by those persons in the community with visual impairments. The library attempts to provide a variety of titles in this format, particularly in fiction, and has several standing orders with large-print publishers for the purpose of maintaining and developing this collection. The Library is now purchasing Spanish language large print titles.

Periodicals

Periodicals are publications issued and received on a regular basis in print, microfilm or electronic format. Periodicals are selected according to the following criteria: whether the periodical is indexed in one of the library’s indexing services or subscription databases, cost, requests by library users, local or regional interest, and subject coverage. Some periodicals are only available in electronic format.  Periodicals in branches circulate. The Main Library adult periodicals are for reference use only.

Videos and DVD’s

Oakland Public Library’s Main Library has a large well-balanced video collection established in 1978.  Feature films, both current and classic, documentaries, informational videocassettes, cultural performances and children’s videos are collected. Videos of City Council meetings are available for public review at the Main Library soon after they are received from the City. Two thirds of the branches have small and growing video collections, most with a specific subject focus.  

Videocassettes are collected in VHS format only. DVD’s are also collected. VCD’s are collected at the Asian Branch. 

Non-English language videos are purchased with subtitles when possible. Videocassettes without subtitles are purchased if they meet selection criteria and a subtitled version is not available. Most commercially available videos are now closed-captioned. There is a collection of adult and juvenile descriptive videos in the Main Library which has explanatory narratives inserted for those with impaired vision.

LANGUAGE COLLECTIONS 


Oakland Public Library collects materials in 13 languages in addition to English: Amharic, Chinese, French, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Laotian, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Tigrinya, and Vietnamese.  


Selection criteria are the same as for English language materials with the additional requirement that a staff member who is knowledgeable in the language must be involved in selection. Non-English language materials are collected in most formats. All non-English language materials are fully accessible in the online catalog.


New language collections are established after surveys show community need, adequate funding for initial collections is identified and a commitment is made to maintenance of the collection.

SPANISH LANGUAGE COLLECTIONS

The primary Spanish language collection is located at the Cesar E. Chavez Branch with smaller collections located at seven other branches.


Brookfield Branch


Eastmont Branch


Elmhurst Branch


M. L. King Branch


Main Library


Melrose Branch


West Oakland Branch

ASIAN LANGUAGE MATERIALS

The Asian Branch contains materials in Chinese, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Lao, Tagalog, Thai and Vietnamese. 

Small Vietnamese language collections are located in Cesar E. Chavez, M. L. King, and Melrose branches. There is a small Chinese language collection at Dimond Branch. 

ETHIOPIAN/ERITREAN LANGUAGE MATERIALS

A small collection in Amharic and Trigrinya are located at the Temescal Branch Library.

OTHER EUROPEAN LANGAUGE MATERIALS

French and Russian language collections are located at the Main Library. 

SPECIAL SUBJECT COLLECTIONS

A special collection at the library is defined as a “collection or area of special strength or distinctive interest within the general collection.” These collections include diverse types of material: books, vertical files, indexing services compiled by library staff, pictures and recorded works. The same standards for selection apply to special collections as well as the regular collections. The special collections are generally separate from the rest of the collection.

African American Studies Collections

The African American Museum and Library of Oakland focuses primarily on African American history and culture in the West and especially Northern California. It has a large scholarly collection aimed at the researcher and student.

West Oakland Branch has the largest and oldest branch African American studies collection. The collection has reference and circulating titles with multiple copies of high demand titles. A large collection of African American magazines from the 1960's and 1970's is retained

Brookfield Branch, Golden Gate Branch, Elmhurst Branch, and M. L. King Branch have collections containing fiction and non-fiction materials.

Eastmont Branch and Melrose Branch have special collections of African American fiction.

The Main Library provides a large collection of popular and curriculum support materials that are located in the appropriate subject areas. 

American Indian Project

The American Indian Project collection was created in 1979 to serve the Native American population of Oakland. The collection also helps educate the larger community on Native American history and culture. It is housed in the Dimond Branch library. There are approximately 1500 book titles that include a small reference collection and both adult and juvenile books. Ten Native American newspapers and periodicals are available. Audiovisual titles include cassettes of traditional “pow-wow” music, music on compact disc and several video titles. The fiction collection emphasizes works written by Native American authors. Tribal histories and folklore are strong areas of collection.  

Elmhurst Religion Collection

The Elmhurst Religion Collection was begun in 1981. It is a popular, not scholarly collection, and includes books about Christianity, Islam, Judaism and other religions of interest to Oakland citizens. It is non-denominational and covers general subjects, such as various editions of the Bible, comparative religious subjects, religion and social issues, works on church administration and inspirational works. There are reference and circulating books and books for children. Magazines and audiovisual materials are not part of this collection.

Gay and Lesbian Collections

The Piedmont Branch Lesbian and Gay Collection was started in 1994 and is the major Lesbian/Gay/Bi-sexual/Transgender public library collection in the East Bay. The collection includes fiction, mysteries, non-fiction and magazines. It is popular and contemporary, not archival or scholarly.

Dimond Branch has a small Gay and Lesbian collection that is popular and contains fiction and non-fiction materials.

The Main Library provides collection of popular and curriculum support materials in the appropriate subject areas

Golden Gate East Indian Collection

The Golden Gate Branch collects English language fiction and non-fiction titles dealing with life in India and Pakistan and the East Indian immigrant experience in America. Popular music in many Indian languages is collected in CD format and videos in Indian languages are collected also.

Government Documents

The Oakland Public Library has been a depository for selected United States government publications since 1923 and for California State publications since 1947. The Library has collected publications of the City of Oakland since the founding of the Library. There are many series that antedate the official depository dates. Oakland Public Library selects materials on practical matters of interest to a general public, such as consumer information, education, labor, business and trade, employment and careers, parks and recreation, population, statistical data, military histories, and government operations, especially the actions and publications of the legislatures. The collection of laws and regulations of the federal, state, county and city government are represented in electronic collections and are meant to be of practical use and not for legal research. OPL does not collect in highly technical areas, nor does the Library retain extensive historical collections except for the Oakland publications. Lost or damaged government publications are not replaced unless they are of great historical or local significance.

Maps

The Main Library’s map collection contains approximately 30,000 items, including topographical maps and geologic and hydrographic charts of the Western United States, road and street maps, and a large collection of historic maps of California and the San Francisco Bay Area.

Oakland History Room

The Oakland History Room is a reference and research collection devoted to the history of California, with special emphasis upon the histories of Oakland, Emeryville, and Piedmont.  Although it is not a city archive, the Oakland History Room is the primary repository for historical materials relating to the history of Oakland.  The Room’s collection consists of books, periodicals, pamphlets, newspaper clippings, photographs, postcards, paper ephemera, sheet music, trade catalogs, scrapbooks, audio recordings, oral histories, and videos.  

Although the library has been collecting and retaining material of local interest since its beginning, the Oakland History Room began as a separate reference collection as the California Room when the present Main Library opened in 1951.  The name was changed in 1979 to reflect the sharpening focus and uniqueness of the collection.

The Oakland History Room does not collect objects of any kind such as films, paintings, or drawings.  Donations of these items are referred to the Oakland Museum of California.

Particular strengths of the Oakland History Room’s collection include railroads and urban transportation, Jack London, local fiction and poetry, local genealogy, biographies, architecture, Bay Area art and artists, natural history, ethnic histories and studies, East Bay sports and sports teams, public schools, and municipal documents.

Piedmont Rental Collection 

The Rental Collection at Piedmont Branch was established to offer patrons an alternative source for books in heavy demand. The charge is $1.00 for one week and there are no renewals. All titles in this collection are owned elsewhere by the Oakland Public Library and available to the public on a free loan basis. No reservation can be placed on a rental collection title.

Professional Collection

The Professional Collection is a collection of materials relating to the library profession for use by staff and patrons. It is located in the Main Library and includes materials on trends in library administration and management, subject specialties, specific skill building information, training tools and philosophical works. Emphasis is placed on areas of current development in the Library system. Materials used in daily reference work or regular programming are not purchased.

Scores and Sheet Music

The Main Library’s collection includes a large number of musical scores and a significant sheet music collection dating back to the late nineteenth century. The piano-vocal scores range from opera, musical theater, sacred music and classical vocal music to popular music, jazz, blues, gospel, international, folk, country, and songs from movies. Miniature orchestral scores, chamber music scores with individual parts for up to sextets, and instruction books on how to play various musical instruments, as well as music for those instruments are available for circulation. The collections of music for the piano and organ are particularly well developed.

A large collection of reference songbooks is indexed by song title. The reference collection of loose sheet music, arranged by date of copyright, is strongest from 1890-1970. This popular music collection is brought up to date by songbooks from the 1980’s and 1990’s.

Second Start Adult Literacy Program

The Second Start Adult Literacy Program serves Oaklanders ages 16 or older who speak English and read below the fifth grade level. The program offers one to one tutoring, reading, writing, spelling and math classes, a computer learning center, and a Families for Literacy program for participants who care for children under age 5.

Second Start’s materials collection includes student workbooks and teacher’s manuals (as well as video and audio tapes) in basic reading, math, spelling and writing. Program participants can check out materials. The library also includes information and materials on GED preparation, citizenship, health care, and life skills. There are large selections of easy reader books for adults and children’s books. The computer lab uses a variety of reading, phonic and phonemic awareness software, CD-ROM start to finish books, and the Internet to aid students and tutors.

Storage Collections

Children's Room Storage Collection - A collection of books for studying the history of children’s literature, and authors and illustrators of children’s books is maintained at the Main Library. It is intended to fill the needs of college students taking a basic children’s literature course and is not intended for students pursuing in-depth graduate degrees in children’s literature. It includes award-winning books, children’s books with special illustrations and in special editions, and currently useful bibliographies and aids for the selection of books for children. Although the majority of the collection circulates, there are some rare titles that are for reference use only. Reference collections of out-of-print fairy tale and folklore titles and of Newberry and Caldecott Medal winning titles are maintained.

Main Library Storage Collection is made up of older fiction and non-fiction book titles.  It is shelved in basement storage areas and is not accessible for browsing by the public.  Books from the storage collections are used to fill reserves and specific requests from the public and can be retrieved within minutes.

Works of fiction are retained for the storage collection from all fiction genres. Minor works by major authors (e.g. Hardy and Hawthorne) are retained, as well as major works by minor authors, older copies of genre fiction titles, and last copies of formerly popular titles that are still requested.  Special attention is given to retaining works by authors who tend to be read in series, such as Agatha Christie, Earle Stanley Gardner, and Georgette Heyer; the collection includes mostly complete sets of the works of such authors. OPL is regarded by other Bay Area public libraries as a regional resource for older fiction based upon the strength of this collection, resulting in many referrals. Titles weeded from main and branch library fiction shelves will continue to be added to this collection but no books are purchased for it.

Works of non-fiction are retained selectively in the storage collection.  We retain works with universal and lasting human value such as information on countries, peoples, music and art with a particular interest in Latin American and Asian countries, and areas of continuing subject or historical interest such as women’s studies, domestic economy and the occult.  We also retain original works by major thinkers, scholars and writers even when their work is outdated or currently discredited, such as Henry Ford, Louis Agassiz or Charles Darwin. Biographies make up a significant proportion of the storage collection and are often called upon by researchers from middle school through community college. The Library also routinely retains in storage superceded editions of statistical resources like World Almanac and U.S. Statistical Abstract and periodical indexes that predate the indexing now available in electronic resources.  The storage collection features exemplary and unusual collections in several areas, including 19th and early 20th century travel, early aviation, Worlds Fairs, the Civil War and World War II.  The depth and scope of this select collection reflects the 125-year collecting history of our library. New materials are not purchased for storage. All storage items are accessible via the Library’s online catalog.
Temescal Tool Lending Library

The Temescal Tool Lending Library offers over 1200 hand and power tools free of charge for home improvement, remodeling and repairs, gardening and landscaping, and seismic retrofit. The Tool Lending Library opened in January 2000 and was originally funded by a Community Development Block Grant. To borrow the tools, a patron must be a resident or property owner in Oakland, Piedmont or Emeryville. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM AND LIBRARY AT OAKLAND (AAMLO)

The African American Museum and Library at Oakland is a branch of the Oakland Public Library. AAMLO's mission is to discover, preserve, interpret and share the historical and cultural experiences of African Americans in Northern California. AAMLO is the result of the merger between the Oakland Public Library and the Northern California Center for African American History and Life, and now consists of a museum gallery, archives and a reference library. The history and culture of African Americans in the West, with special emphasis on Northern California, is the major focus of the collection. The collection includes material documenting the broader history and culture of persons of African descent in the context of the American experience.

The archives serve a wide range of researchers, and supports the overall mission of AAMLO through its collection of more than 5,000 photographs, 500 original manuscripts, oral histories, letters, memoirs, club minutes, reports, other writings and ephemera. The archives also contain microfilm collections, vertical files, and video and audiocassette tapes of oral histories.

The AAMLO reference library serves students, teachers, and instructors from elementary school through university levels as well as a wide range of researchers. The reference library consists of over 8,000 books including a limited collection of rare and first edition books reflecting the African American experience. Fiction by African American authors and works by local authors are collected. Children's literature by and about African Americans is purchased with emphasis on award-winning books. The materials in the reference library are for library use only.

                                The Freedom to Read Statement

                       The freedom to read is essential to our democracy. It

                       is continuously under attack. Private groups and public

                       authorities in various parts of the country are working

                       to remove or limit access to reading materials, to

                       censor content in schools, to label “controversial”

                       views, to distribute lists of “objectionable” books or

                       authors, and to purge libraries. These actions

                       apparently rise from a view that our national tradition

                       of free expression is no longer valid; that censorship

                       and suppression are needed to avoid the subversion of

                       politics and the corruption of morals. We, as citizens

                       devoted to reading and as librarians and publishers

                       responsible for disseminating ideas, wish to assert the

                       public interest in the preservation of the freedom to

                       read.

                       Most attempts at suppression rest on a denial of the

                       fundamental premise of democracy: that the ordinary

                       citizen, by exercising critical judgment, will accept the

                       good and reject the bad. The censors, public and

                       private, assume that they should determine what is

                       good and what is bad for their fellow citizens.

                       We trust Americans to recognize propaganda and

                       misinformation, and to make their own decisions

                       about what they read and believe. We do not believe

                       they need the help of censors to assist them in this

                       task. We do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice

                       their heritage of a free press in order to be

                       “protected” against what others think may be bad for

                       them. We believe they still favor free enterprise in

                       ideas and expression.

                       These efforts at suppression are related to a larger

                       pattern of pressures being brought against education,

                       the press, art and images, films, broadcast media,

                       and the Internet. The problem is not only one of actual

                       censorship. The shadow of fear cast by these

                       pressures leads, we suspect, to an even larger

                       voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek

                       to avoid controversy.

                       Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to

                       a time of accelerated change. And yet suppression is

                       never more dangerous than in such a time of social

                       tension. Freedom has given the United States the

                       elasticity to endure strain. Freedom keeps open the

                       path of novel and creative solutions, and enables

                       change to come by choice. Every silencing of a heresy,

                       every enforcement of an orthodoxy, diminishes the

                       toughness and resilience of our society and leaves it

                       the less able to deal with controversy and difference.

                       Now as always in our history, reading is among our

                       greatest freedoms. The freedom to read and write is

                       almost the only means for making generally available

                       ideas or manners of expression that can initially

                       command only a small audience. The written word is

                       the natural medium for the new idea and the untried

                       voice from which come the original contributions to

                       social growth. It is essential to the extended

                       discussion that serious thought requires, and to the

                       accumulation of knowledge and ideas into organized

                       collections.

                       We believe that free communication is essential to the

                       preservation of a free society and a creative culture.

                       We believe that these pressures toward conformity

                       present the danger of limiting the range and variety of

                       inquiry and expression on which our democracy and

                       our culture depend. We believe that every American

                       community must jealously guard the freedom to

                       publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own

                       freedom to read. We believe that publishers and

                       librarians have a profound responsibility to give

                       validity to that freedom to read by making it possible

                       for the readers to choose freely from a variety of

                       offerings. The freedom to read is guaranteed by the

                       Constitution. Those with faith in free people will stand

                       firm on these constitutional guarantees of essential

                       rights and will exercise the responsibilities that

                       accompany these rights.

                       We therefore affirm these propositions:

                           1.It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to

                               make available the widest diversity of views and

                               expressions, including those that are unorthodox or

                               unpopular with the majority. 

                               Creative thought is by definition new, and what

                               is new is different. The bearer of every new

                               thought is a rebel until that idea is refined and

                               tested. Totalitarian systems attempt to maintain

                               themselves in power by the ruthless suppression

                               of any concept that challenges the established

                               orthodoxy. The power of a democratic system to

                               adapt to change is vastly strengthened by the

                               freedom of its citizens to choose widely from

                               among conflicting opinions offered freely to

                               them. To stifle every nonconformist idea at birth

                               would mark the end of the democratic process.

                               Furthermore, only through the constant activity

                               of weighing and selecting can the democratic

                               mind attain the strength demanded by times like

                               these. We need to know not only what we

                               believe but why we believe it.

                           2.Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to

                               endorse every idea or presentation they make available.

                               It would conflict with the public interest for them to

                               establish their own political, moral, or aesthetic views as

                               a standard for determining what should be published or

                               circulated. 

                               Publishers and librarians serve the educational

                               process by helping to make available knowledge

                               and ideas required for the growth of the mind

                               and the increase of learning. They do not foster

                               education by imposing as mentors the patterns

                               of their own thought. The people should have

                               the freedom to read and consider a broader

                               range of ideas than those that may be held by

                               any single librarian or publisher or government

                               or church. It is wrong that what one can read

                               should be confined to what another thinks

                               proper.

                           3.It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or

                               librarians to bar access to writings on the basis of the

                               personal history or political affiliations of the author. 

                               No art or literature can flourish if it is to be

                               measured by the political views or private lives

                               of its creators. No society of free people can

                               flourish that draws up lists of writers to whom it

                               will not listen, whatever they may have to say.

                           4.There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the

                               taste of others, to confine adults to the reading matter

                               deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts

                               of writers to achieve artistic expression. 

                               To some, much of modern expression is

                               shocking. But is not much of life itself shocking?

                               We cut off literature at the source if we prevent

                               writers from dealing with the stuff of life.

                               Parents and teachers have a responsibility to

                               prepare the young to meet the diversity of

                               experiences in life to which they will be

                               exposed, as they have a responsibility to help

                               them learn to think critically for themselves.

                               These are affirmative responsibilities, not to be

                               discharged simply by preventing them from

                               reading works for which they are not yet

                               prepared. In these matters values differ, and

                               values cannot be legislated; nor can machinery

                               be devised that will suit the demands of one

                               group without limiting the freedom of others.

                           5.It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept

                               with any expression the prejudgment of a label

                               characterizing it or its author as subversive or

                               dangerous. 

                               The ideal of labeling presupposes the existence

                               of individuals or groups with wisdom to

                               determine by authority what is good or bad for

                               the citizen. It presupposes that individuals must

                               be directed in making up their minds about the

                               ideas they examine. But Americans do not need

                               others to do their thinking for them.

                           6.It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as

                               guardians of the people’s freedom to read, to contest

                               encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or

                               groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes

                               upon the community at large. 

                               It is inevitable in the give and take of the

                               democratic process that the political, the moral,

                               or the aesthetic concepts of an individual or

                               group will occasionally collide with those of

                               another individual or group. In a free society

                               individuals are free to determine for themselves

                               what they wish to read, and each group is free

                               to determine what it will recommend to its

                               freely associated members. But no group has

                               the right to take the law into its own hands, and

                               to impose its own concept of politics or morality

                               upon other members of a democratic society.

                               Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to

                               the accepted and the inoffensive.

                           7.It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give

                               full meaning to the freedom to read by providing books

                               that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and

                               expression. By the exercise of this affirmative

                               responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to

                               a “bad” book is a good one, the answer to a “bad” idea is

                               a good one. 

                               The freedom to read is of little consequence

                               when the reader cannot obtain matter fit for

                               that reader’s purpose. What is needed is not

                               only the absence of restraint, but the positive

                               provision of opportunity for the people to read

                               the best that has been thought and said. Books

                               are the major channel by which the intellectual

                               inheritance is handed down, and the principal

                               means of its testing and growth. The defense of

                               the freedom to read requires of all publishers

                               and librarians the utmost of their faculties, and

                               deserves of all citizens the fullest of their

                               support.

                       We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy

                       generalizations. We here stake out a lofty claim for

                       the value of the written word. We do so because we

                       believe that it is possessed of enormous variety and

                       usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We

                       realize that the application of these propositions may

                       mean the dissemination of ideas and manners of

                       expression that are repugnant to many persons. We

                       do not state these propositions in the comfortable

                       belief that what people read is unimportant. We

                       believe rather that what people read is deeply

                       important; that ideas can be dangerous; but that the

                       suppression of ideas is fatal to a democratic society.

                       Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is

                       ours.

                       This statement was originally issued in May of 1953 by

                       the Westchester Conference of the American Library

                       Association and the American Book Publishers Council,

                       which in 1970 consolidated with the American

                       Educational Publishers Institute to become the

                       Association of American Publishers.

                       Adopted June 25, 1953; revised January 28, 1972,

                       January 16, 1991, July 12, 2000, by the ALA Council

                       and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee.

                       A Joint Statement by:

                       American Library Association and

                       Association of American Publishers

                       Association of American Publishers.

                                           Library Bill of Rights

                         The American Library Association affirms that

                         all libraries are forums for information and

                         ideas, and that the following basic policies

                         should guide their services.

                             1.Books and other library resources should be provided

                                 for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all

                                 people of the community the library serves. Materials

                                 should not be excluded because of the origin,

                                 background, or views of those contributing to their

                                 creation. 

                             2.Libraries should provide materials and information

                                 presenting all points of view on current and historical

                                 issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed

                                 because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. 

                             3.Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment

                                 of their responsibility to provide information and

                                 enlightenment. 

                             4.Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups

                                 concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression

                                 and free access to ideas. 

                             5.A person’s right to use a library should not be denied

                                 or abridged because of origin, age, background, or

                                 views. 

                             6.Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting

                                 rooms available to the public they serve should make

                                 such facilities available on an equitable basis,

                                 regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or

                                 groups requesting their use. 

                                             Adopted June 18, 1948.

                           Amended February 2, 1961, and January 23, 1980,

                             inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996,

                                                by the ALA Council.

PAGE  
1

[image: image2.png]_1121851840.bin

