New East Oakland Community Library

at 81st Avenue
Frequently Asked Questions
(updated July 30, 2010)
Q. Why are we building a new library?
A. The Oakland Public Library developed a Master Plan that foresaw a need for expanded library services in East Oakland.  That plan is available at all libraries and on the library’s Web site. The needs assessment study underlying this report showed that the area around this new library is underserved, and that the population of this service area is anticipated to grow 7-8% between 2000 and 2020.  We applied for and received $6.5 million in state funding, matched by $4.7 million in city redevelopment funds, in order to help build this new community library.

Q. Where will the new library be located?

A.
The Oakland Unified School District has provided land to the City of Oakland at the northeast corner of 81st Avenue & Rudsdale, its Encompass Academy-Acorn Woodland small schools campus, in order to build the library.

Q.
How much will it cost for the new library?
A.
The project budget is $14.3 million. The bulk of the funds come from a State Grant ($6.5 million), with the next largest portion coming from the Oakland Coliseum Redevelopment Project ($4.7 million).  The Friends of the Oakland Public Library, foundations, individuals and business have donated $3 million for new furniture, fixtures, equipment and books for the new library.  You can learn more about this campaign by contacting Winifred Walters, the library’s Grant & Development Manager at (510) 238-6932 or wwalters@oaklandlibrary.org.
Q. What will be some of the benefits of the new library?

· It will include many new public library service models not found in our libraries in Oakland that will make it more efficient and user-friendly.

· A new joint public-school facility, the first of its kind in Oakland

· Expanded materials for all ages including books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, and electronic collections

· Spanish-language materials for adults and children

· Computer Lab

· Self-checkout and self-reserve pick-up

· Internet café

· Comfortable seating for children, teens and adults

· Learning support for the two small schools – EnCompass Academy and Acorn Woodland School - plus support to 11 neighborhood schools

· Dedicated Children’s programming and storytime spaces

· Dedicated Teen space for programming, study and recreational support

· Preschool and family activities and events

· Cooperative programming with the schools to develop the co-located library and campus as a community center

Q. How big will the new library be?

A.
The new East Oakland Community Library at 81st Avenue will be the largest branch library in the system at approximately 21,000 square feet.

Q.
Who are the architects?
A.
The architectural firm is Group 4 Architecture Research + Planning out of South San Francisco. http://www.g4arch.com/Main.html
Q.
When will it be built?
A.
Construction began in July 2008.  The new library was expected to open in Fall 2010, however, due to the bankruptcy filing of the general contractor on July 8, 2010, the project has been delayed.
Q.
Will there be Public Art?
A.
Yes.  The City of Oakland, with assistance from the schools and community, chose Rene Yung to create art glass windows for the new library.  Rene has met with several community organizations to discuss ideas and plans for the art.  Learn more by visiting http://ouroakland.org.
Q.
How was the community involved in the design process?

A.
Input was gathered from six Focus Groups (teens, seniors, teachers, parents of students, the disabled, and community members involved in the design of EnCompass Academy); 19 interviews with community leaders, stakeholders and service providers; five meetings with various segments of the local community including businesses, Neighborhood Crime Prevention Councils, parents, the general community, City service providers and local parents.  There were also surveys, including both library users and non-users, and both library-specific and general City surveys of needs, in English and Spanish.

Q.
How do I find out more information about the new East Oakland Community Library at 81st Avenue?
A.
Check www.oaklandlibrary.org for regular updates.
